
AATSP 2016  LSP-Related Sessions 

 

Friday, July 8 8:30am-9:45am Salon C   Linking language and culture skills for the healthcare 

professions  

Presenter: L. Michelle Josey; Crystal River High School; Crystal River FL Audience Level: Secondary (9-

12)     

This presentation will center on how to implement a pilot course with a special enrichment unit on 

Spanish for Medical Personnel. The course was developed in order to integrate language and culture 

within a special career academy at the high school level. This course introduced essential medical 

vocabulary, practical reference information, and medical notes written from a crosscultural 

perspective, providing students the opportunity to apply language skills in a wide variety of practical 

contexts. 

 

Friday, July 8 8:30am-9:45am Dodge Island  Educating future professionals  

Presenter: Fabian Faccio; University of Maryland; College Park, MD Audience Level: Higher Ed  

The field of languages for special purposes (LSP) is not new; however, speaking more than one 

language in multicultural and global workplaces is increasingly important. Professionals who are 

bilingual and bicultural bring additional skills to their work. This session explores languages for the 

professions as an integral part of undergraduate education in a university language program at the 

intermediate-high to advanced levels. It provides syllabi, resources, tasks, and assessments for three 

classes for Business Spanish and Spanish for the Health Professions. 

 

Friday, July 8 12:15pm-12:45pm Salon D Connections across disciplines  

Presenter: Megan Lyddell Hermanson Wills; The Link School; Buena Vista, CO Audience Level: 

Secondary (9-12)  

Interdisciplinary work is an effective way for students to learn a target language while engaging in 

topics of interest where they can draw connections and engage in practical Spanish application. 

Focusing on the World Readiness Standard of 'Connections' this session will share ideas and 

examples of interdisciplinary work between Spanish 3, Spanish 4 and an Ecology Science class. The 

session will conclude with a discussion of how to incorporate interdisciplinary work into all Spanish 

classrooms. 

 

Developing a teaching career pathway for Spanish heritage speakers  

Presenter: Silvia Marijuan; California Polytechnic State University; San Luis Obispo, CA Audience 

Level: Higher Ed  

Spanish heritage speakers have unique linguistic skills that are highly valuable in the language 

teaching workforce. How can an Introduction to Spanish Linguistic course for heritage learners help 

them consider teaching Spanish as a career option? What does such a course look like? We will 

discuss the inclusion of teaching methodology components and service-learning in bilingual schools 



as part of the design for this course. Other handson learning experiences such as learners working as 

language partners will be also addressed. 

 

Friday, July 8 1:00pm-1:30pm Sunset Island The imperative for educational field trips for students 

of Spanish  

Presenter: J. Michael Donovan; Spanish on Location; Portsmouth, NH Audience Level: Higher Ed  

It is no secret that a Spanish field trip can really motivate and inspire your students. The study of any 

language has to be fun, interesting and relevant, and there is no better way to make it so than to 

take students out of their zip codes, to speak and listen to Spanish in the real world, and to see some 

of the cultural icons they have been learning about since they enrolled in Spanish. This session will 

describe the benefits for students and teachers alike of short, affordable domestic Spanish trips to 

Miami, Chicago and New York. 

 

Saturday, July 9 10:00am-10:30am Salon B Business Spanish: From task-based needs analysis to 

curriculum design 

 Presenter: Alexandra Martin; Georgetown University; Washington, DC Audience Level: Higher Ed  

 The growing demand at the university level for Spanish for Specific Purposes courses has brought to 

light the need for more theoretically driven research in this field. The present study, adopting a task-

based language teaching (TBLT) approach to instructional design, makes a unique contribution by 

performing a needs analysis of a university Business Spanish course, and by creating, implementing, 

and evaluating a semester-long syllabus, which can inform pedagogical decisions and materials 

design and better equip non-expert instructors. 

 

Sunday, July 10 11:45am-12:1   Mentoring graduate students: Promoting scholarly, professional, 

and personal development 

 Presenter: Ronald Leow; Georgetown University; Washington, DC Audience Level: Higher Ed  

Mentoring graduate students is a multi-componential task that comprises an integration of three 

important aspects of their academic career in a language department, namely, the promotion of 

their scholarly, professional, and personal development before they enter the job market. This 

presentation discusses each aspect in detail; scholarship in relation to a rigorous research program 

and professional and personal development in relation to a solid teacher education program. 

 

Sunday, July 10 11:45am-12:15pm Palm Island Revisiting Spanish for Specific Purposes for the 21st 

century  

Presenters: Danielle Cahill Velardi; Christopher Newport University; Newport News VA; Roberta Z. 

Lavine; University of Maryland; College Park, MD Audience Level: Higher Ed  

While Spanish for Specific Purposes (SSP) has been of interest for a long time, curricular changes 

such as task-based learning have been slow to take hold. We look at the current state of sample 



curricula and materials for business and health, view them in terms of level and relevancy, national 

Standards, and communicative learning. Participants will receive materials and bibliography. 

Sunday, July 10 12:30pm-1:45pm Dodge Island Medical Spanish: Tools and techniques for teachers 

of Spanish to health care professionals  

Presenter: Claudia Graciela Kechkian; Oakcrest School; McLean, VA Audience Level: Higher Ed  

 This session is designed for teachers who teach Spanish to health care professionals who have little 

or no previous Spanish background. The session will focus on providing teachers with tools and 

techniques that will allow them to teach their health care language students to communicate with 

their patients in basic situations at the physician’s office or the emergency room. From greetings to 

scheduling appointments, from the chief complaint to taking care of an emergency room situation, 

teachers will be the facilitators of successful communication. 

 

Sunday, July 10 12:30pm-1:45pm Palm Island Curricular innovations in courses for Spanish for 

health care professionals  

Presenter: Heidy Cuervo Carruthers; Southern Illinois University Edwardsville; Edwardsville, IL 

Audience Level: Higher Ed  

Using simulations in an interdisciplinary course: Spanish Language and Culture for Health Care 

Professionals. The purpose of this project is to explore the use of simulations as an assessment tool 

for language learning outcomes, intercultural competency, and health literacy of college students 

from various health care disciplines taking a Spanish language and culture interdisciplinary course. 

The presenter will share experience from developing this course with an interdisciplinary approach, 

curriculum design, simulation implementation, and experiences teaching the course. 

 Presenter: Jose Henry Pino; Mercer University; Macon, GA Audience Level: Higher Ed  

 El uso del aprendizaje-servicio en un curso del español médico. El uso del Aprendizaje-Servicio 

dentro de la enseñanza del español se encuentra en un momento de auge debido a sus grandes 

ventajas para el alumno y la comunidad. No obstante, representa un reto en la enseñanza del 

español médico. Esta sesión informal e interactiva se enfoca, precisamente, en compartir parte de su 

teoría y sus ventajas o dificultades.  

Presenter: Maria E. Perez; University of Houston; Houston, TX Audience Level: Higher Ed   

Telling the patient what to do and not to do in medical Spanish courses. This presentation 

proposes a curricular shift in medical Spanish courses from vocabulary and memorization of phrases 

to an approach that is patient-centered and that aims for patient empowerment. Increased patient 

understanding of their disease and management options could positively impact outcomes.  

This change is necessary in facing many of the chronic illnesses that affect the Hispanic population in 

the United States that require patient participation and responsibility for their own care. A brief 

course description follows. 

 

Sunday, July 10 2:45pm-4:00pm Sunset Island Hispanic literature in Spanish for specific purposes 

classes  



Presenters: John Thomas Maddox IV; University of Alabama at Birmingham; Birmingham, AL; 

Benjamin Joseph Galina II; Vanderbit University; Nashville, TN; Carmen King de Ramírez; Arizona 

State University; Phoenix AZ Audience Level: Higher Ed   

Spanish for specific purposes (SSP) is on the rise as traditional Hispanic literature programs face 

unprecedented challenges. How, then, can specialists in literature and medical Spanish create 

innovative courses that benefit students, the job market, and the pursuit of knowledge? The first 

presentation will describe the role of cultural texts and cultural intelligence in the medical Spanish 

class, the second will be an overview of a third-year college medicine and literature class, and the 

third will discuss teaching and researching depictions of disease in literature. This panel seeks to 

bridge medicine and literature, methods and scholarship for college teachers 

Sunday, July 10 2:45pm-4:00pm Fisher Island The implementation of a Spanish for Lawyers 

program: Tips and recommendations  

Presenter: Monica Alexandra Duran; University of Miami; Coral Gables, FL Audience Level: Higher Ed  

 The New Spanish for Lawyers Program at the University of Miami offers two tracks: heritage and 

second language learners with two levels each (introductory and advanced). While the content, 

pedagogical approach, and assessment components are similar; each course is designed for the 

students’ specific needs. The program faced initial challenges that were met by developing 

placement instruments, syllabi with legal content, and tasks that address legal genres and the 

linguistic needs of lawyers. 

 

 

 


